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Abstract: Since the 1950s, China and Pakistan began to cooperate in the field of trade. After that, China-Pakistan 

relations have been warming up and gradually expanded from the economic field to the political and cultural fields. 

China and Pakistan have reached consensus on many major issues such as the boundary and international situation, and 

the friendly cooperation between the two governments and peoples has been continuously strengthened. In the 21st 

century, the cooperative relations between China and Pakistan have entered a new era, with increasing political mutual 

trust and substantial development of bilateral economic and trade cooperation. In May 2013, in order to further promote 

the development of the Belt and Road Initiative and strengthen the all-weather strategic cooperative partnership between 

China and Pakistan, China officially proposed the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor cooperation project. The launch 

and promotion of the corridor has directly promoted the economic exchanges and development of the two countries and 

exerted many influences on the cultural undertakings of the two countries. Based on the bibliography registered in the 

National Library of Pakistan and the books published by China-Pakistan cooperation in mutual translation as the main 

reference, combined with the construction of the "Belt and Road" and China-Pakistan Economic Corridor related projects, 

this paper summarizes the basic situation and existing problems of book publishing on China issues in Pakistan, so as to 

supplement the gaps in the research content in this field in China. The research results show that since 2013, the content, 

topic selection and publishing form of Pakistan's published books on China issues have expanded to a certain extent, and 

the publishing cultural exchanges between China and Pakistan have gradually become more frequent, and the Sino-

Pakistan all-weather strategic partnership has been continuously strengthened. 
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Introduction: 

The "going out" of Chinese culture is the "going out" of cultural thought, and also the "going out" of publishing cultural. 

Introduce Chinese publishing cultural abroad bears the heavy responsibility of spreading Chinese voice well and telling 

Chinese stories well, which is an important part of Chinese culture "going out" and an effective measure to improve the 

country's cultural soft power. 

With the further development of the Belt and Road Initiative and the construction of the extension projects of the Belt and 

Road, the economy, politics and culture of China and countries along the Belt and Road have been deeply integrated. More 

countries are willing to accept and understand Chinese culture, and the advantages of Chinese culture "going global" have 

become more obvious. As far as Pakistan is concerned, with the steady progress of the construction of the China-Pakistan 

Economic Corridor project, the book publishing activities related to China in Pakistan have become more active, and the 

number of published books has shown an upward trend. The content and variety of relevant published books are more 

abundant, which is more in line with the needs of the Pakistani people for understanding Chinese culture. The proportion 

of cooperative publishing forms between China and Pakistan has increased, and the publishing time has become more 

concentrated, which has had a very important impact on the Pakistani people's understanding of China, understanding and 

accepting China, and the influence of Chinese culture in Pakistan has gradually increased. 

In the context of the development of the Belt and Road Initiative and the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, the study of 

book publishing activities related to China in Pakistan can, to a certain extent, supplement the blank content of China-

Pakistan cultural exchanges and book publishing activities at home and abroad, present the development status of Pakistan's 

book publishing industry, and deepen China's specific understanding of Pakistan's publishing industry. Based on this 

research activity, in-depth contact with Pakistan's book publishing activities will guide the future cultural exchange 
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activities between China and Pakistan, and provide impetus for the promotion of China-Pakistan all-weather strategic 

partnership. 

Despite the deepening partnership between China and Pakistan in recent years and frequent economic and cultural 

exchanges, there are still large gaps in the research field of Pakistan's publishing industry at home and abroad. This paper 

focuses on Pakistan's publishing industry from the perspective of research, and takes books on China issues published in 

Pakistan since the construction of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor as the main research object. With the National 

Bibliography of Pakistan in European Languages (2013-2020) and the National Bibliography of Pakistan in Urdu (2013-

2020) downloaded from the National Library of Pakistan as the main reference materials, and combined with the relevant 

cooperative publishing content released by the Foreign Language Bureau of China, the publishing information of related 

books was sorted out. Explore the significant characteristics and existing problems of book publishing on Chinese issues 

in Pakistan's publishing industry, reflect the depth of Chinese culture into Pakistan, so as to promote mutual understanding 

and acceptance of Chinese and Pakistani culture, solve the cultural barriers between China and other countries, and open 

up the broad road of Chinese culture to the world. 

Basic situation of cultural exchanges between China and Pakistan 

Since the Belt and Road Initiative was put forward, China has been building relations with other countries with a positive 

and friendly attitude, promoting cultural exchanges and dissemination between China and other countries, promoting 

economic development of countries around the world, and deepening political mutual trust between China and other 

countries. China and Pakistan enjoy profound friendship, frequent cultural exchanges and close relations. In terms of China-

Pakistan relations, as early as the 1950s, China and Pakistan established trade cooperation relations and began to carry out 

trade business. In the early 1980s, the two countries established the China-Pakistan Joint Committee on Economic, trade 

and Scientific and Technological cooperation, which began the road of long-term trade cooperation. In 2009, China and 

Pakistan opened their printing and publishing markets to each other, and the exchanges and dialogue between the two 

countries have expanded from the economic field to the cultural field. At present, China and Pakistan have established an 

all-weather strategic partnership, deepening China-Pakistan traditional friendship into all-round cooperation. It can be seen 

from this series of time lines that the economic and cultural exchanges between China and Pakistan have a long history and 

continue to develop with the changes of the international situation in the 21st century. The steady progress of the CPEC 

project has further strengthened the cultural understanding and cooperation between the two countries and promoted the 

acceptance of Chinese culture by the Pakistani society on the basis of the original cultural construction between China and 

Pakistan. To promote the spread and exchange of Chinese culture in Pakistan.[1] 

2013-2020 "global public Opinion Index" data show that the Pakistani people's recognition of China's strength has risen 

and the favorable impression has increased, reflecting the important progress in the construction and exchanges between 

China and Pakistan, and Pakistan's publicity and reporting on the positive image of our country have been strengthened. 

The cultural exchanges between China and Pakistan involve many aspects and are developing in a deeper direction. The 

content of cultural communication between China and Pakistan includes but is not limited to music, fine arts, education, 

art, cooperative publishing and cultural relics protection. The cultural exchanges between China and Pakistan are becoming 

more frequent under the profound changes in the international situation. In July 2021, the Pakistan Research Center for a 

Community with a Shared Future hosted a successful online international conference on "Culture: Exploring New Areas of 

China-Pakistan Friendship" to put forward new views on China-Pakistan cultural cooperation and exchanges in different 

fields. Led by the Palace Museum of China and the Department of Archaeology and Museums of the Ministry of National 

Heritage and Culture of Pakistan, the "China-Pakistan Cultural Exchange History and Cultural Relics Protection Online 

Forum" was held, and ten experts and scholars from the field of cultural heritage of China and Pakistan were invited to 

speak. In January 2023, the "Window of China" in Peshawar, Cape Province, Pakistan, held an activity to celebrate the 

Chinese lunar Year of the Rabbit. In October 2023, the "China-Pakistan Friendship and Cultural Exchange Meeting" was 

successfully held in Pakistan to celebrate the 74th anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China and the 

10th anniversary of the launch of the Belt and Road Initiative and the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. On March 5, 

2024, the Chinese Embassy in Pakistan held a donation ceremony for Chinese books to the Muslim Youth University in 

Islamabad. Relevant Pakistani officials expressed their sincere gratitude for this and their understanding and recognition of 

the views and concepts of Pakistan-China cultural exchanges. They are very willing to actively help promote Chinese 

culture and carry out more bilateral cultural and educational exchanges and cooperation with the Chinese side. We should 

promote exchanges and mutual learning among civilizations, increase people-to-people exchanges, and enhance people-to-

people ties. 

At present, the cultural exchanges between China and Pakistan are still mainly at the official level and involve many fields. 

The publishing exchanges focus on the Belt and Road Initiative, the anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties 

between China and Pakistan, and the construction of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. Relevant activities include the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization Forum, international youth exchange and cooperation, and digital/non-digital book fair. 

In contrast, the non-governmental publishing exchanges between China and Pakistan are relatively small and the 

understanding is shallow, and the large-scale book publishing exchange activities spontaneously organized by non-

governmental organizations are very rare. Efforts still need to be made to strengthen the publishing exchanges between 
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China and Pakistan. 

Publishing, as an important means of cultural transmission, interaction and preservation, will promote people-to-people 

exchanges between China and Pakistan to a greater extent and strengthen the cultural identity of the two countries. To some 

extent, the publication of a certain content in a country or region reflects the overall cognition of the country or region on 

this content. Through the construction of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, the cultural cooperation between China and 

Pakistan is strengthened, and on this basis, the cultural exchange strategy is adjusted, so as to deepen the cultural identity 

of China and Pakistan, draw the distance between the two peoples and deepen the relationship. 

According to Pakistan's published books on China issues, in recent years, the number of published books on China issues 

in Pakistan has been increasing, and the content has been constantly enriched. The content of books has gradually changed 

from the introduction of some regions of China to the translation of excellent Chinese cultural works, and the content of 

traditional Chinese culture introduction has increased in self-publishing. With the increasingly close relationship between 

China and Pakistan, the publishing exchanges between China and Pakistan have made certain sound development, the 

Pakistani people's desire for Chinese traditional culture has deepened, the understanding of China has improved, and the 

publishing industry of the two countries has deepened. 

Publishing cooperation between China and Pakistan and the basic process of publishing books on Chinese issues by 
Pakistani publishing institutions 

Comparison of book publishing on China-related issues in Pakistan before and after the introduction of the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor 

According to the data of Pakistan's national bibliography from 2010 to 2020, after the launch of the China-Pakistan 

Economic Corridor project in 2013, the number of related published books included in Pakistan's national bibliography 

showed an overall upward trend, especially after 2016, the book publishing activities related to China were stable and active. 

The number of books published increased and the content of publications expanded. 

Since the launch of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor project, the content of books published in Pakistan on China 

issues has varied greatly. Before 2013, the writing and introduction of China-related content in Pakistan was mostly mixed 

with the introduction of relevant countries in the world or Asian countries, and the published works were obviously limited, 

and the understanding of China and the introduction of Chinese culture were less. After 2013, the number of books explicitly 

published with China as the main body increased, the number of books published with research and introduction on certain 

fields in China increased, and the content of publications gradually changed from scientific research results, investigation 

and other professional knowledge to popular knowledge such as tourism culture and mythological stories. 

From the perspective of publishing regions and institutions, there has been no significant change in the publishing regions 

of related books published in Pakistan. Lahore and Islamabad are still the main publishing houses, some books are published 

in Karachi, and new book publishing institutions are co-published. The concentration of books published in Pakistan is 

closely related to the development of Pakistan's publishing industry as a whole. As early as the 19th century, Lahore's 

publishing industry took a ride on the development of Europe and became the largest publishing center of British India. 

The development of the publishing industry began to take shape. 

In terms of publication form, self-publishing was the main form of publication around 2013, and there was no major change. 

After 2016, cooperative publishing projects began to emerge. From 2016 to 2023, China took the lead in the translation of 

a number of Chinese and Pakistani classics, especially in 2021 to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the establishment 

of diplomatic relations between China and Pakistan, the publishing and cultural exchanges between China and Pakistan 

were significantly frequent. In 2023, China and Pakistan recently signed the Memorandum of Understanding on the Mutual 

translation of Classical works between China and Pakistan. As the second memorandum on the mutual translation of 

classical works signed between China and Asian countries, it is also one of the series of activities marking the 70th 

anniversary of China-Pakistan diplomatic relations, adding cultural impetus to the construction of China-Pakistan 

community of shared future, and promoting the further development of China-Pakistan all-weather partnership. 

In general, after the start of the construction of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor project, Pakistan's cultural creation 

about China has become more active, and the content of books introducing Chinese regions and Chinese culture has 

increased. After 2016, the proportion of China-Pakistan cooperative publishing has increased, and the Chinese side has led 

the translation of a number of masterpieces. 

From 2013 to the present, the stages of publishing books on China issues by Pakistani publishing institutions. 

Since 2013, the publishing stage of books on China issues by Pakistani publishing institutions can be mainly divided into 

three stages: flat period (2013-2015), development period (2016-2020) and new development period (2021-present), and is 

now steadily moving towards maturity. 

Book publishing activities on China issues in Pakistan have a long history and are in the process of continuous development. 

In May 2013, with the finalization and start of the construction of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor project, the 

publishing of books on China issues by Pakistani publishing institutions entered a new stage. During this period, books 
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explicitly published with China as the main body appeared in Pakistani society, and most of them were research and 

published works about China, and stayed in the stage of academic publishing. In this period, the publishing form was mainly 

self-published by Pakistani society, and the published books included the proceedings of international conferences, trade 

relations between China and Pakistan, diplomatic relations between China and Pakistan, Chinese learning materials, and 

tourism culture about China. But compared with the 2016 years later, the Pakistan issues about China's book publishing 

activities during the period of lack of energy, is characterized by flat stage. From 2015 to 2020, the publishing of books on 

Chinese issues by Pakistani publishing institutions has entered a period of development. During this process, the published 

books on Chinese issues in Pakistan have significantly developed in both content and form. Besides the books on academic 

research, more books on Chinese culture have been published. Such as the translation of Chinese mythological stories, 

Chinese classic stories and Chinese literary works, etc., have entered Pakistani society. At the same time, cooperative 

publishing of books began to appear and increase, and relevant documents were signed between China and Pakistan to 

promote the steady development of mutual translation of classic works. Compared with the initial period, the content of 

book publishing activities in the development period is more abundant, and the number of published books has increased 

significantly, not only the original content is self-published, but also the content of translated books is more abundant, and 

the topics of myths and novels are added. The production cycle of translated books is shortened. 

Since 2021, book publishing on China-related issues in Pakistan has entered a new period of development, which is marked 

by the launch of a series of activities in 2021 marking the 70th anniversary of China-Pakistan diplomatic relations. Among 

them, the activities on publishing cultural exchanges between China and Pakistan are active, and led by the China Culture 

Translation and Research Network. the Joint Social Science Literature Publishing House, Pakistan's Beyond the Horizon 

Pvt Media Co., Ltd. and other institutions launched the "CCTSS China-Pakistan Translation Workshop" in Beijing, to 

further promote the cultural exchanges and cooperation between China and Pakistan on the occasion of the 70th anniversary 

of the establishment of China-Pakistan diplomatic ties, promote the mutual translation and publication of books from the 

two countries, and deepen the mutual understanding between the two peoples. During this period, the cooperative 

publishing between China and Pakistan entered a new stage of development, and the increase of books on Chinese cultural 

content published in Pakistan to some extent promoted the active self-publishing activities of books on Chinese issues in 

Pakistan. 

Although the publishing cultural exchanges between China and Pakistan have entered a new stage of development, the 

published books listed in the National Bibliography of Pakistan show that Pakistan's translation and publication of the 

history or language of countries around the world are more concentrated in India, Arabia, Europe and the United States and 

other regions, and the publication of foreign history and culture books is far less than that of domestic regions. At the same 

time, the number of books published in China as a whole or in a certain region is generally small. The book publishing 

market on Chinese issues has not yet opened, and it will take a long time for the book publishing activities on Chinese 

issues to enter the mature stage. 

Main features of books publishing on Chinese issues by Pakistani publishing institutions 

Table 1 Summary of books published in Pakistan on Chinese issues 

Serial 

number 
Book Time Issues Author Translator Languages 

Area of 
Publication 

Publishing 
house 

Remark 

1 
Chinese  

Made Easy 
2012 Chinese 

Syed  

Hasan 

Javed 

 

/ 

English/U

rdu 

 

/ 

 

/ 

 

2 

International 

Training 

Workshop: 

Modeling Water 

futures using an 

environmental 

Sustainability 

approach 

2013 
Collected 

papers 

 

/ 

 

/ 

English Islamabad 

 

NUST College of 

Civil 

Engineering 

 

3 

Trade 

partnership 

between Pakistan 

and China after 

the Free Trade 

Agreement 

2013 

Diplomacy, 

international 

relations 

 

/ 

 

/ 

English Karachi 

Pakistan 

Business 

Council 

 

4 

SCO's Role 

in Regional 

Stability : 

prospects of 

its 

expansion. 

2013 

Diplomacy,

internati

onal 

relations 

 

/ 

 

/ 

English Islamabad 

 

Islamabad 

Polity 

Research 
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Institute 

5 Genghis Khan 2013 
 

biography 
Qsud Sheikh 

 

/ 

 

Urdu 

 

Lahore 

 

Ulm and Irfan 

Publishing 

 

6 

“Lahore to 

Yarkand”: 

Xinjiang, An 

Account of 

the Long 

Distances of 

Chinese 

Turkestan 

2014 
Customs and 

habits 

Tarr 

Mustansar 

Hussain 

/ Urdu Lahore 
Mliestone   

Publications 
 

7 

Rise of 

China and 

The Asian 

Century 

2016 
Social 

science 

 

 

Syed  

Hasan 

Javed 

/ English / 

Pakistan Pakistan-

China Global 

Cultural 

Interconnection 

Co., LTD 

Ningxia Zhenna 

Pakistan cultural 

development Co., 

LTD 

co-

public

ation 

8 

Shaye: The 

First 

introduction 

to China’s 

Sichuan 

2016 

Chinese history Iraj    

Haider 

Razavi 

/ Urdu Islamabad Knitter on 

TradeLink 

 

9 

Chinese soft 

power code 2016 

Social 

science 

Syed  

Hasan 

Javed 

/ English / /  

10 

Xi Jinping:The 

Governance 

Of China 

2017 

Political / / Urdu / China Foreign 

Language 

Administration 

co-

public

ation 

11 

Center for 

Global and 

Strategic 

Studies 

2017 

World 

economy 

 

/ 

 

/ 

English Islamabad The Authority  

12 

China- 

Pakistan 

Relations: A 

History 

Analysis 

2017 

Diplomacy, 

international 

relations 

Ghulam Ali / English Karachi Oxford University 

Press 

 

13 

Exploring 

the Course 

of Reform & 

Opening 

2017 World 

economy 

Li Tieying / English / /  

14 

China 

Pakistan 

Economic 

Corridor: A 

Game 

Changer 

2017 Diplomacy, 

international 

relations 

/ / English Islamabad The Institute 

of Strategic 

Studies 

 

15 

From China to 

Britian 2017 

Customs 

and 

habits 

Hanan 

Ali 

Abbasi 

 

/ 

Urdu  

Islamabad 

 

/ 

 

16 

Contemporar 

y Chinese 

fiction 

2017 

Chinese 

literature 

 

/ 

Munir 

Fayya 

z 

Urdu  

Islamabad 

Akademi 

Literature 

Pakistan 

 

17 

Searching   

formeleories in 

the desert 
2018 

 

Chinese 

literature 

 

/ 

Muha 

mmad 

Shada 

b 

 

Urdu 

 

Islamabad 

Pak China 

Global 

Cultural 

 

18 

Hong Kong 

The 

Pligrimage / 

Malik 

2018 

Chinese literature / / Urdu Lahore Miranji   

Publishers 
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Muhammad 

Ayaz 

19 

The Tale of 

the Three 

Sultans 

2019 

Chinese literature Chong  

Lugoan 

Zahoor 

Ahmed 

Urdu Lahore Maryam    

Publications 

 

20 

Hua Mu Lan 

2021 

Chinese literature Qin Wenjun / Urdu / / co-

publicati

on 

21 

Decrypt 

2021 

Chinese literature Mai Jia / Urdu / / co-

publicati

on 

 

There are various types of selected topics in published books, and the number of selected titles is small. 

According to the collected book materials (see appendix), Pakistan has a wide range of topics related to China, including 

academic research, literary fiction, etc., but there are few types of published books for each topic. For example, there are 

only 2 published books about China's geographical tourism culture, 1 published biography, 1 published mythological story, 

and the published book topics are mainly political history. 

Since 2013, the selection of books on China issues in Pakistan has gradually expanded from the initial academic 

publications, such as research papers or academic conferences, to the introduction of local customs and customs in relevant 

regions of China, and the translation and publication of excellent traditional Chinese myths and fables. The types of topics 

published have been continuously enriched, and the number of books has been constantly increasing. It can meet the needs 

of different readers in the society for understanding Chinese culture. 

However, the types of published books under each topic are small, and most of the topics only have 1-2 books for the public 

to read. The translation and publicity of Chinese culture are obviously limited, and the problem of one-sided construction 

of China's image is easy to appear. The degree of inclusion of published content needs to be expanded, and the degree of 

introduction and utilization of Chinese excellent culture needs to be improved. 

In the process of the development of Pakistan's publishing industry, the number of translations of Chinese classic literature 

is far less than that of other countries such as Europe and the United States. Pakistan National Bibliography data show that 

Pakistan has translated "Harry Potter", "the Da Vinci Code" and related works of Mark Twain, Jane Austen and Charles 

Dickens, while the translation of classic works about China is mostly cooperative publishing type, and has completed the 

cooperative translation and publication of books such as "I am Mulan" and "Decryption". Compared with China, Pakistan 

has obvious advantages in translating and publishing works from European and American countries. In terms of Pakistan's 

basic national conditions, the basic situation of English as the official language and Urdu as the national language greatly 

reduces the difficulty of translating European and American works, and there are many professional translators in Pakistan. 

However, for Chinese and Chinese translators, independent translation is more difficult and has obvious limitations. 

The publication language is divided into English and Ukrainian, and the difference in the number of books published 
in each language is small 

Currently, books published in Pakistan are mainly in Urdu, with a small number of books in English. Comparing the two 

editions of the National Bibliography of Pakistan, it can be found that the published books in Pakistan are still in Urdu as 

the main application language, and the number of books published in Urdu is much higher than that in European languages, 

and the content is richer and more suitable for the daily life and needs of Pakistani people. 

Since 2013, there has been little difference in the number of books published in Pakistan on China issues in different 

languages, but most of the co-published books are in Urdu. According to the tabular data, the number of published books 

on Chinese issues in Pakistan is 5:6 in English and Urdu, the number of published books on Chinese issues in self-published 

books is 1:1 in English and Urdu, and the number of published books on Chinese issues in co-published books is 1:3 in 

English and Urdu. 

English and Urdu have a similar status in Pakistani society, which is due to the small gap in the number of books published, 

especially in self-published books, English and Urdu account for half of the country, reflecting the support attitude of 

mainstream publishing houses in Pakistan for book publishing activities on Chinese issues. The fact that most books are 

translated into Urdu is closely related to the cooperation and mutual translation policy between China and Pakistan. Books 

published in the common language of Pakistani society can better enter the life of the Pakistani people, better fit the local 

cultural habits, and reduce the difficulty of cultural exchange and integration. In addition, the translation of Chinese classics 

into Urdu for publication can expand the influence of Chinese culture and better realize the value of cultural communication. 

The publishing place is mainly Lahore and Islamabad, and the publishing area is concentrated 

Based on the available data, the publishing areas of books on China issues in Pakistan are mainly publishing houses in 
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Lahore and Islamabad, and most self-published books are published through publishing houses in Lahore or Islamabad, 

and the number of books published in different publishing regions is significantly different. 

Figure 1 Number of books published on China issues in Pakistan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

伊  Islamabad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In terms of the current development of the publishing industry in Pakistan, Islamabad and Lahore are still the main 

publishing areas in Pakistan, which has a great relationship with the history of publishing development in Pakistan. Before 

1947, Lahore was the largest publishing center in British India, which laid the historical foundation for the development of 

the publishing industry in the Lahore region since the 21st century. After Pakistan's independence, the publishing industry 

also began to develop on a small scale in Karachi and other places, mainly printing houses began the initial stage of the 

publishing industry. 

As the capital of Pakistan, Islamabad inevitably inclines its economic, political and cultural resources, because its 

publishing industry develops faster, the development conditions are more convenient, and the publishing cultural resources 

are more abundant. In accordance with the relevant regulations of the Pakistani government, Islamabad maintains the 

highest standard of living in the country, and factories and industries that are seriously polluted and affect the lives of 

residents are prohibited to develop in the capital, so the development space of small and medium-sized light industries such 

as printing in Islamabad is more superior. 

Punjab, as the province with the largest population in Pakistan and the most important gathering place of colleges and 

universities, scientific research and academic units in Pakistan, has a natural advantage in the development of printing 

industry in Lahore, its capital, and has sufficient industrial and human resources for the development of printing and 

publishing industry. At the same time, most of China's cooperation projects in Pakistan are in Punjab. Compared with other 

provinces, Punjab has more frequent economic and cultural exchanges with China, and has more advantages in the 

development of publishing activities related to Chinese issues. 

Cooperation published proportion to rise gradually, influenced by policy between the two countries 

China and Pakistan signed the Memorandum of Understanding between the National Information Administration of the 

People's Republic of China and the National Heritage and Culture Agency of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan on the Mutual 

Translation and Publication of Classic Works, aiming to give full play to the role of publishing and cultural experts in the 

field of publishing and jointly translating and publishing 50 classic works of the two countries that are "the most classic, 

important and widely acclaimed" in the next five years. 2023 The SCO holds a think Tank Forum to promote the joint 

construction of high-quality development of the "Belt and Road" and build a closer SCO community of destiny. Pakistani 

officials have been actively seeking cooperation with China, emphasizing the strengthening of interaction between the two 

sides and promoting cultural exchanges and mutual learning.[2] 

Through the collection of relevant book materials, it can be found that since 2013, Pakistan's published books on China 

issues have shown an increasing trend in terms of the introduction of copyright and the number of self-published books, 

which has a certain influence in Pakistan's publishing industry. According to the table data, from 2013 to 2015, the ratio of 

 

Other 

Islamabad  

Lahore 

Karachi 

Other 

Karachi 

Lahore 
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self-published and co-published books on China issues in Pakistan was 6:0, and no co-published books appeared in the 

Pakistani market during this period; Since 2016, the ratio of self-published and co-published books on China-related issues 

in Pakistan is 11:4, and the number of co-published books has increased, but it is still dominated by self-published books. 

Around 2016, the ratio of books co-published by China and Pakistan was 0:4, and the proportion of books co-published by 

China and Pakistan increased, especially in 2021, when China and Pakistan celebrate the 70th anniversary of the 

establishment of diplomatic ties. 

Since 2016, Pakistan's book publishing activities on China-related issues have been greatly influenced by the policies of 

the two countries, especially in the increased proportion of co-publishing and the increase in the number of translations of 

Chinese classics. Most of the books imported by copyright are co-translated and published, and the translation of Chinese 

and Pakistani classics is carried out by the official organization and selection of translated books and translation talents of 

the two countries. Through participation in national organization meetings and the signing of memorandum of cooperation 

between the two countries, the communication between Pakistan and China's publishing industry has been deepened. For 

Pakistan's national society, it is necessary to accept more Chinese classics into society, effectively improve the absorption 

and dissemination efficiency of Chinese culture, so as to break the stereotype of China and have a more comprehensive 

understanding of China. 

Difficulties faced by Pakistani publishers in publishing books on China issues 

The level of policy support between China and Pakistan is uneven, and the level of policy support for independent 

publishing is weak. On April 23, 2024, the China Foreign Languages Administration (CIPG) held a Cloud Sharing event 

for International Cooperative Publishing, with representatives of relevant publishing institutions from Pakistan and other 

seven countries participating in the event in the form of cloud. The meeting pointed out that since the 18th National 

Congress of the Communist Party of China, CIPG has vigorously strengthened cooperation with foreign publishing 

institutions, actively explored a new way to cooperate in building editorial departments of Chinese-themed books overseas, 

planned and launched a series of books introducing China on different topics in cooperation with well-known foreign 

publishing institutions around the concerns of the international community, and effectively met the needs of foreign 

audiences for information on China. It will have a positive impact on the introduction and translation of Chinese literary 

works in Pakistan and other countries in the world. 

China's "Publishing industry Development Plan for the 14th Five-Year Plan" and the Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th 

Central Committee of the Communist Party of China clearly point out that it is necessary to promote Chinese excellent 

culture to "go out" and promote Chinese publishing to "go out". In 2023, Pakistan and China signed the Memorandum of 

Understanding on Mutual Translation and Publication of China-Pakistan Classics, in which the two sides agreed to work 

together to give full play to the role of experts in publishing culture and other fields in the future development process, and 

jointly translate and publish 50 classic works of the two countries that are "the most classic, most important and widely 

acclaimed".[3] 

However, from the current development point of view, the exchanges and cooperation in the publishing field between China 

and Pakistan are still dominated by China. Pakistan has little policy support for Chinese cultural publishing, and there are 

few self-published books on Chinese issues supported by the Pakistani government, and few policy documents on the topic 

selection and planning, content publishing and resource introduction of Chinese issues in Pakistan's publishing industry. 

How to successfully accept Chinese culture when it is willing to enter Pakistani society is still an important issue that 

Pakistan's publishing industry needs to solve. 

The channels of people-to-people exchange are not smooth, and the exchange rate of publishing cultural resources is slow. 

According to the existing data, although the development of Pakistan's book publishing industry is relatively fast, the 

communication degree with other countries is low. The publishing of books on China issues in Pakistan's publishing industry 

mainly focuses on regional customs and political history. Compared with other countries in Europe and America, the 

translation of famous works about China is not very enthusiastic. Pakistan's publishing industry has a low level of people-

to-people exchanges with China, and the flow of cultural resources between China and Pakistan is slow and narrow. 

Compared with the official and non-governmental exchanges between China and Pakistan, a considerable number of 

publising-related book fairs, seminars and digital/non-digital exhibitions have been held between China and Pakistan, most 

of which are led by Chinese official institutions, while there are few related activities such as publishing cultural exchange 

meetings held by non-governmental institutions or organizations. Direct exchange of publishing cultural resources between 

the two countries is slow. 

Zamir Ahmed Awan, senior researcher at the Center for Chinese and Global Culture at Pakistan's National University of 

Science and Technology and former counselor of Pakistan to China, believes that at present, Pakistan mainly learns about 

Chinese culture from Western materials, and needs translators who are more familiar with Chinese and Pakistani culture to 

promote mutual understanding and understanding between the two cultures. Expand direct channels for Chinese culture to 

enter Pakistan. 

The limitation of topic selection planning is obvious, and the degree of deep docking of publishing resources is low 
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According to the current development of Pakistan's publishing industry, Pakistan's translation works for foreign countries 

are mostly concentrated in European and American classics, and the topics of foreign published books are mostly 

concentrated in politics, history, geography and so on. Compared with Pakistan's published works on other countries, 

Pakistani books on China published fewer topics, fewer translations, and poorer publication quality; A comparison of 

official and non-governmental publishing exchanges between China and Pakistan shows that there are frequent cultural 

exchanges and few publishing exchanges, frequent official exchanges and few non-governmental exchanges between China 

and Pakistan. 

At present, in Pakistan's publishing industry, the topics of published books on China are divided into social science, 

diplomacy, international relations, Chinese literature, customs and habits, etc., but the number of books on related topics is 

small, and the selection of published books on China issues in Pakistan lacks guidance, so the number of published books 

on China issues is smaller than that of other countries. For Pakistan's publishing industry, the publishing enthusiasm of 

publishing houses for Chinese culture still needs to be guided and improved, and the translation of Chinese classic books 

needs to be organized by Chinese official organizations rather than independent translation and publishing. 

Since the construction of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, the relationship between China and Pakistan has become 

increasingly close, and official exchanges have become more frequent. However, the channels of non-governmental 

exchanges have not been fully opened, and the resources of non-governmental organizations to understand Chinese culture 

and make relevant topics are limited, which affects the content of the topic selection and planning of relevant books. China 

has rich cultural resources, and Pakistan has perfect publishing and printing hardware facilities. However, Pakistan's book 

publishing market on China-related issues is still in a period of slow development, which reflects the low degree of docking 

of publishing resources between Pakistan and China to a certain extent. 

Suggestions for Pakistani publishers to improve the publishing of books on China issues 

We will strengthen vertical policy support and expand the scope of policy influence. 

At present, Pakistan has not issued directly related policies to support the book publishing activities on China issues, and 

most of the guiding documents are still based on the premise of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor or China-Pakistan 

cultural exchanges and cooperation. In the future development process of the publishing industry, the Pakistani government 

should strengthen the vertical policy support for the publishing industry, refer to the essence of the publishing regulations 

of various countries, and directly regulate the publishing industry in Pakistan through cooperation between the two countries 

or by the Pakistani government to independently issue more effective support policies. On the basis of the introduction of 

relevant strong policies, the Pakistani government and the publishing industry should also expand the scope of influence of 

the policy, and the implementation of the publishing policy can be piloting from a certain key region, and then extended to 

the whole country to improve the tolerance and adaptability of the policy. 

The improvement of relevant publishing policies can not only improve the small number of book topics related to China in 

Pakistan, but also enable the Pakistani government to monitor and regulate its publishing industry, enrich the cultural 

content in the publishing field, and strengthen the cultural exchanges and integration between China and Pakistan. It is not 

only conducive to the sustainable and healthy development of Pakistan's own publishing industry, but also to increase the 

area of cultural exchanges with other countries, dredge the channels of folk cultural exchanges, promote the cultural 

exchanges between Pakistan and China, promote the high-quality development of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 

through culture, and promote the steady progress of the economic development of the two countries. 

We will strengthen the planning and guidance of official topics, and reward non-governmental publishing activities 

At present, the self-published books in Pakistan have a wide range of topics, each topic contains a small number of books, 

and the publicity and image construction of Chinese culture are relatively one-sided. Through strengthening the guidance 

and support of official topic selection planning, expanding the scope of topic selection and increasing the number of 

different types of topic selection books, there will be enough topic selection books on Chinese culture in Pakistan's 

publishing industry. Recognizing that the cultural exchange between China and Pakistan is not only a necessary condition 

for promoting the development of China-Pakistan economic cooperation, but also an important condition for the integration 

of China and Pakistan into the world, increasing the importance of topics related to China in Pakistan, strengthening the 

planning and guidance of official institutions on relevant topics of publishing houses/publishing groups, and forming a top-

to-bottom planning process for topics, It can effectively increase the number of topics related to China in Pakistan and 

expand the relevant content. 

The government should take corresponding measures to the relevant non-governmental publishing activities and formulate 

a series of incentive mechanisms to directly stimulate the planning and publication of books on China issues by Pakistani 

publishing houses. Taking the lead of the Pakistani government or authoritative organizations, setting up a reward 

mechanism for non-governmental publishing activities and planning the publishing targets for publishing on China issues 

by publishing houses can effectively improve the quality of topic selection and better promote the development of the 

publishing industry. Through strengthening the guidance and control of the topic selection and increasing the reward 

mechanism for published works, the enthusiasm of the society for publishing books on Chinese issues is aroused, so as to 
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promote the emergence of high-quality published books. 

We will expand cultural contacts and strengthen youth cultural exchanges between China and Pakistan 

Publishing books related to Chinese issues in Pakistan can guarantee the Chinese cultural resources accessible to people 

from all walks of life in the country's publishing industry, expand the opening degree of publishing activities in Pakistan, 

and strengthen the cultural exchanges and cooperation between China and Pakistan, which can provide resource guarantee 

for the publishing of related books in Pakistan and promote the deeper development of cultural exchanges between the two 

countries. 

Chinese culture has always been eager to "go out" and realize the deep integration with other cultures in the world. However, 

in terms of the content of books on Chinese issues published in Pakistan at present, Pakistan's acceptance of Chinese culture 

is far from enough, and the acceptance of Chinese culture by publishing houses or publishing units is relatively shallow, 

and there is still a large gap in the understanding of China in Pakistan's publishing industry. Reduce barriers to cultural 

exchanges between China and Pakistan, start from the training of translation talents in Chinese and Pakistani society, train 

high-quality professional translation talents, promote direct dialogue between talents in various fields between the two 

countries, expand Pakistan's absorption of Chinese culture, deepen the level of folk cultural exchanges between the two 

cultures, break cultural communication barriers, and promote win-win cooperation between the publishing industry and 

cultural development of the two countries. In terms of the current training of translation talents in China, direct and high-

quality translation talents between China and Pakistan are still relatively short, and the domestic and international 

publishing industry's demand for translation talents in non-common languages has not been met. 

Conclusion 

In general, the development of overseas education between China and Pakistan is good, with frequent cultural exchange 

meetings and dialogues on music, intangible cultural heritage, dance and other fields. However, the degree of popularization 

of relevant activities is low in the two countries, and people in non-professional fields have little contact with China. To 

enable Pakistani youth to have wider access to the fine Chinese culture, expand the scope of introducing excellent Chinese 

literary and artistic works, and organize activities such as China-Pakistan cultural exchange meetings led by large Pakistani 

publishing houses, so as to enrich the market of publishing cultural resources in Pakistan, improve the operability of relevant 

topics, and promote the book publishing activities on China issues in Pakistan to a mature stage. 
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